
Dr Walter Auburn was an outstanding man 
who freely gave his time and expertise as an 
honorary adviser to the print collection at the 
Auckland Art Gallery for many years. Dr Auburn 
served on the Friends Committee and held the 
of�ces of President and Patron. He donated 
works to the Gallery and before his death in 
1979, both the Mackelvie Trust and the  
Gallery received many valuable works from his 
collection. The Friends recognize Dr Auburn�s 
role in the development of the Gallery with a 
biennial event, when a distinguished speaker  
is invited to give the Walter Auburn Lecture. 

This year, the lecture will be given by Dr 
Joanne Drayton, senior lecturer in the Unitec 
School of Design and winner of the National 
Library of New Zealand 2007 Research  
Fellowship. Dr Drayton has made a signi�cant 
contribution to our understanding and  
appreciation of women artists in New Zealand, 
especially Edith Collier, Rhona Haszard and 
Frances Hodgkins. Her work on Edith Collier 
inspired one of the most interesting �lms  
shown at the Academy during the documentary 
�lm festival in Auckland in 2007.

During her Fellowship year at the Alexander 
Turnbull Library, Dr Drayton researched for a 
biography of Ngaio Marsh who achieved  
distinction and commercial success with her 
books and in the theatre, and was no mean 
painter either.

�Ngaio Marsh is a fascinating and complex 
woman who remains an elusive �gure,� said  
Dr Drayton. �It seems that the woman who  
was larger than life during her life, has been  
somewhat lost, and will be lost in perpetuity  

if she is not re-examined. A lively and  
informative book for a broader audience is  
begging to be researched and written.�

The audience can expect to be intrigued, 
amused and fascinated by the results of  
Dr Drayton�s research into this extraordinary 
New Zealander.

The lecture is open to everyone:

Walter Auburn Memorial Lecture, April 29, 
2008 6pm, Second Floor, Auckland Public 
Library, Lorne Street. Friends of the Gallery 
Members $20. Non Members $25. Student 
Members $10.

FEBRUARY 2008 NEWSLETTER
 // EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS

Dear Friends

The Off the Wall party at the end of  
last year testi�ed to the truth that art  
is a participatory experience! Hugely  
enjoyable, an unrepeatable celebratory 
romp certainly, but also a serious indi- 
cator of the wealth of creative talent in 
our community. There was certainly  
nothing elitist or arcane in that art 
experience, but there was plenty of skill 
and vision wrapped up in unpretentious 
spontaneity. Hamish Keith in his new 
and stimulating The Big Picture reminds 
us that �there is nothing mysterious or 
complicated about art, but the more we 
know of where it came from, who made 
it and why it was made, the richer our 
experience of it will be.� That statement 
justi�es the Friends� aim to become 
informed participants in the community 
of artists and lovers of art.

The Gallery ground �oor will remain open 
until the end of February. The Friends 
secretarial of�ce has already relocated to 
the 9th �oor of the Bledisloe building off 
Aotea Square with our postal address and 
phone numbers remaining the same. 

Friends� events will continue in a variety 
of locations. There are many ways to 
enhance your membership in 2008!  
Become a volunteer. Spread the news of 
our programme. Give a subscription to 
make a friend into a Friend. Above all 
else, join, attend, participate!  

With warmest good wishes,

Warren Limbrick 
President

12th Walter Auburn Memorial Lecture         

OFF THE WALL
The Off the Wall end of year party was an outstanding success 
with over 60 meters of wall space sold to an eclectic range of  
artists. This imaginative project raised around $7000.00 for the  
Friends of the Gallery Acquisition Fund.  
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Join in the fun and become a Volunteer for the Friends of the GallerY.  

We have many exciting events planned during the next 12 
months and we would love to share these with you. This is an 
opportunity to become more actively involved in the Friends and 
enjoy the company of like-minded people.  

As a volunteer you would: 
�	 Have the opportunity to become more involved with the 
	 Friends.
�	 Assist in any or all of the following; newsletter folding,  
	 catering, promotional table, assisting during events. 
�	 Nothing too onerous � at the most about 1 -2 hours every two  	
	 or three months.
�	 To have fun working with others who enjoy the arts.
�	 Contribute to the on-going life of the Friends.
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�	Reduced admission to pay exhibitions.

�	On Show with advanced information on exhibitions, gallery  
	 activities, and Friends news.

�	Participation in social events, studio visits, curatorial tours  
	 of current exhibitions, lecture programmes and guided tours  
	 of dealer galleries and public art works.

�	Opportunity to have a more personal involvement in the  
	 Gallery through access to its highly professional staff.

�	The Black Crow CafØ in Kitchener Street will give a 10%  
	 discount for a spend of spend over $6.00 and on  
	 presentation of your Friends Membership Card.

�	Concession entry to Te Papa, Wellington and Waikato  
	 Museum of Art & History in Hamilton.

�	10% discount applies to the Art Gallery Shop, Parsons  
	 Bookshop and Path�nders Bookshop in the New Gallery  
	 precinct.

MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES // RECIPROCAL CONCESSIONS // FRIENDS� DISCOUNTS
�	A discounted rate is available to Friends members who hire  
	 the Auckland Art Gallery facilities for functions. 

	 For more information, please call 09 307 7705, or email  
	 galleryfriends@aucklandcity.govt.nz

A Gift of Friendship:
Becoming a Friend of the Auckland Art Gallery opens the door  
to a stimulating new world of art and artists. 

The Friends of the Auckland Art Gallery is a voluntary organisation 
with the mission to support the Gallery and promote enthusiasm  
for the visual arts and culture or our city. Membership of the  
Friends of the Auckland Art Gallery is an ideal gift to anyone living 
in Auckland. 

For more details on a Gift of Friendship call us on  
09 307 7705, or email galleryfriends@aucklandcity.govt.nz

   

We would love to hear from you if you would like to join us as  
a volunteer. Please contact the Friends Secretary, Leigh Ogier, 
phone 307 7705, email galleryfriends@aucklandcity.govt.nz   
by 28 February.  

   

RHONDA HASZARD - The Road to LIttle SarK 1930
Oil on canvas
Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Ta-maki
Gift of the Auckland Society of Arts, 1931

1 Hot Mama.  
Acrylics, Dot Dalziell

Mother. 
Indian ink & Acrylics, Sin-Mae Chung

Journey.   
Acrylics & Plastic Pipes,  Harpreet Singh & Varisha Kaul

Untitled(Planes).  
Mixed Media, Carole West 




