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INTRODUCTION

The Canadian Government is pleased to have the opportunity, with
the co-operation and help of the New Zealand Art Galleries, to bring to
the New Zealand Public a collection of Eskimo carvings and prints.

The Eskimo people are one of the most widely distributed races on
earth. Their prehistoric nomadic wanderings have scattered them half-
way around the globe, from north-east Asia across arctic America to
Greenland. Excavations of their early dwellings show us that, running
parallel with the development of their beautifully functional tools, they
have at all times felt the need to create artistic objects expressing their
feelings about the wonder of existence, their religion and life around them.

Their art has taken three predominant forms : the plartic art of
stone and ivory carving, the art of incised drawings on stone and bone,
and the skin appliqué (the cutting out and intricate marrying of dark-
and light-coloured skins to form patterns for the decoration of their
clothing).

Traditionally, hunting is fundamental to the Eskimo's way of life
and his art is closely bound up with his attitude toward the creatures on
which his existence has, until the recent past, depended. A vital interest
in their movements has sharpened his observation of their forms. He
carves from his own experience of them, their bulk and weight. This
understanding, on which he has depended for his success in hunting, he
uses to shape his material towards the same end - to gain power over
the animal itself, or symbolically, over its image. This magical
approach to his art and his ability to focus on the essential quality of his
subject, to achieve simplification almost to the point of abstraction, gives
tremendous force to the work of the Eskimo artist.

It is hoped that this exhibition will give New Zealanders a chance to
see for themselves something of the unique carving and graphic art of
the Eskimos.
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CATALOGUE

Sculpture

STANDING BEAR EATING
FISH by Putagook, Cape
Dorset, 1955. Dark grey
soapstone, 10"H. attached
to wooden stand,

MAN'S HEAD, artist unknown.
Cape Dorset, 1956. Green
stone mottled black. 54" H,
3w,

AKPA (?) artist unknown,
Cape Dorset, 1956. Grey
stone mottled light grey,
ivory eyes (? ) missing.

% R,

SCULPIN, artist unknown,
Cape Dorset, 1956. Black
stone, greyish and mottled
in several places. 2-5/8"H,
? i 8

ARCTIC HARE, artist
unknown, Cape Dorset, 1956.
Black soapstone mottled
greenish. 14"H. 3"L,

HEAD OF WOMAN AND
BIRD on base, artist
unknown, Cape Dorset, 1956.
With wooden peg. 5-}"1—1.

base 4"L, 2}"'W.

KING'S HEAD, artist unknown,
Cape Dorset, 1956. Dark
green mottled stone. 44''H,
Hrw.

BIRD, artist unknown, Cape
Dorset, 1956. Dark grey
mottled soapstone. 13'H.
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BUST OF WOMAN, artist
unknown. Cape Dorset,
1956. Dark stone mottled
light brown. 4%'H.

BEAR SITTING, artist
unknown. Cape Dorset, 1956.
Very dark grey mottled soap-
stone. 44"H,

WOMAN AND CHILD, artist
unknown, Cape Dorset, 1956.
Very dark grey soapstone.
104"H.

STANDING WOMAN by Labita,
Cape Dorset, 1957. Black
stone mottled grey. 84"H,

KNEELING WOMAN by Stanik,
Cape Dorset, 1957. Dark
stone 43'H. 6i"L.

WOMAN by Josephie, Cape
Dorset, 1957. Grey soapstone
mottled light brown. 9"H.
MW, 2"D.

FOX, by Josephie, Cape
Dorset, 1957. Dark grey
veined stone. 53'"L.

BIRD ON BEAR'S HEAD by
Toonco, Cape Dorset, 1957.
Dark grey soapstone carved
light grey. 54" H.

SEAL ON IVORY PLAQUE by

Shuceeger, Cape Dorset, 1957,
Seal of black stone mottled

grey. 31"H, 4i"L,
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RABBIT by Nevessie,
Cape Dorset, 1957. Dark
stone mottled grey. 64"H,
G P

STANDING MAN, artist
unknown, Cape Dorset, 1957.
Dark grey soapstone mottled
brown. 143" H,

WOMAN AND CHILD by
Kecholook, Cape Dorset,
1957. Very dark grey
soapstone, 41"H.

FISH by Etougot, Cape Dorset,
1957. Black stone. 3"L.

WOMAN SITTING, artist
unknown, Cape Dorset, 1957,

Very dark grey soapstone.
9-3/8"H.

BIRD by Towkie, Cape Dorset,
1957. Dark grey soapstone
mottled light grey, 4%'H.
53YL.

DOG WITH PACK by
Niarassic, Cape Dorset, 1957.
Black soapstone mottled grey.
3¥H, T"L.

MAN AND SEAL by Kotuk,
Cape Dorset, 1958. Light
grey mottled soapstone.
TYH,

MAN by Kotuk, Cape Dorset,
1958. Dark stone mottled
grey. 113"H,

WOMAN WITH TWO CHILD-
REN, artist unknown, Cape
Dorset, 1960. Green
serpentine, 8"H. 83"W,

SMALL WOMAN by Hanu,
Ivayivik. Grey soapstone.
IY'H. 23w,
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SMALL SEAL, artist unknown.
Lake Harbour, 1957,
Green serpentine. 14'"H, 3L,

HEAD OF BEAR, artist
unknown, Lake Harbour, 1956.
Dark green veined stone. 13"H,

SEA SPIRIT, artist unknown,
Lake Harbour, 1955, Dark
stone, body mottled green, two
sections, head joined to body
by wooden peg, 33"L, 3"H.

HEAD, artist unknown, Lake
Harbour, 1956. Dark green
veined serpentine. 24''H.

SMALL WALRUS, artist
unknown, Lake Harbour, 1956,
Light green serpentine, two
ivory tusks. 1-5/ 16'"H. 2i"L,

SEAL by Vepiande, Lake
Harbour, 1957. Light green
veined serpentine. 31'"L.,

BEAR'S HEAD by Koolootuk,
Lake Harbour, 1957. Light
green veined stone. 11"H,

MAN KNEELING, artist
unknown, Lake Harbour, 1958,
Green serpentine. 43"H. 2%'W.

STANDING BEAR by Kingalik,
Port Harrison, 1954. Dark
green stone, brown veins. 2}"
H. 4"L.

PTARMIGAN, artist unknown,
Port Harrisaon, 1960. Dark
green veined stone. 9"H.

FISH by Kasudluak, Port
Harrison, 1957. Dark green
stone, 23"H, 43"L,

STANDING BIRD by Tooki,
Port Harrison, 1957. Grey
stone, oiled. 33{'H.






