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INTRODUCTION 

The Canadian Governmen t is p l eased to have the oppor tuni ty , with 
the c o - o p e r a t i o n and help of the New Zealand A r t G a l l e r i e s , to br ing to 
the New Zea land Pub l i c a col lect ion of E s k i m o c a r v i n g s and p r i n t s . 

The E s k i m o people a r e one of the m o s t widely d i s t r i b u t e d r a c e s on 
e a r t h . T h e i r p r e h i s t o r i c nomadic wander ings have s c a t t e r e d them half­
way a round the globe, f rom n o r t h - e a s t As ia a c r o s s a r c t i c A m e r i c a to 
G r e e n l a n d . Excava t ions of the i r e a r l y dwel l ings show us tha t , running 
p a r a l l e l with the deve lopment of t he i r beautifully functional too l s , they 
have at a l l t i m e s felt the need to c r e a t e a r t i s t i c objec ts e x p r e s s i n g the i r 
fee l ings about the wonder of e x i s t e n c e , the i r r e l ig ion and life a round t h e m . 

T h e i r a r t has taken t h r e e p redominan t f o r m s : the p l a r t i c a r t of 
s tone and ivory ca rv ing , the a r t of inc i sed d rawings on s tone and bone, 
and the skin applique (the cutting out and i n t r i c a t e m a r r y i n g of d a r k -
and l i gh t - co lou red skins to form p a t t e r n s for the d e c o r a t i o n of the i r 
c lothing) . 

T rad i t iona l ly , hunting is fundamenta l to the E s k i m o ' s way of life 
and his a r t is c lose ly bound up with his a t t i tude t oward the c r e a t u r e s on 
which his ex i s tence has , until the r e c e n t pas t , depended. A vi ta l i n t e r e s t 
in t he i r m o v e m e n t s has sha rpened his o b s e r v a t i o n of t h e i r f o r m s . He 
c a r v e s f rom his own expe r i ence of t hem, the i r bulk and weight . This 
unde r s t and ing , on which he has depended for his s u c c e s s in hunting, he 
u s e s to shape his m a t e r i a l t owards the s a m e end - to gain power over 
the a n i m a l itself, or symbol ica l ly , over i ts i m a g e . Th is m a g i c a l 
app roach to his a r t and his abi l i ty to focus on the e s s e n t i a l qual i ty of his 
subjec t , to achieve s impl i f ica t ion a l m o s t to the point of a b s t r a c t i o n , g ives 
t r e m e n d o u s force to the work of the E s k i m o a r t i s t . 

It is hoped that th is exhibi t ion will give New Z e a l a n d e r s a chance to 
see for t h e m s e l v e s someth ing of the unique ca rv ing and g r a p h i c a r t of 
the E s k i m o s . 



CATALOGUE 

Sculp ture 
1 STANDING BEAR EATING 

FISH by Putagook, Cape 
Dorset , 1955. Dark grey 
soapstone, 10"H. at tached 
to wooden stand. 

I MAX'S HEAD, a r t i s t unknown. 
Cape Dorse t , 1956. Green 
stone mottled black. 5{" H, 
3 i" W. 

3 AKPA (?) a r t i s t unknown, 
Cape Dorse t , 1956. Grey 
stone mottled light g rey , 
ivory eyes (?) mi s s ing . 
7in H. 

4 SCULPEN, a r t i s t unknown. 
Cape Dorse t , 1956. Black 
stone, greyish and mott led 
in severa l p l aces . 2 - 5 / 8 " H . 
7" L. 

5 ARCTIC HARE, a r t i s t 
unknown, Cape Dorset , 1956. 
Black soapstone mottled 
greenish. l j " H . 3"L. 

6 HEAD OF WOMAN AND 
BIRD on base, a r t i s t 
unknown. Cape Dorset , 1956. 
With wooden peg. 5$"H. 
base 4"L, 2 : 

7 KING'S HEAD, a r t i s t unknown, 
Cape Dorset , 1956- Dark 
green mo ttled stone. 4^"H. 
3i"W. 

8 BIRD, a r t i s t unknown, Cape 
Dorset, 1956. Dark grev 
mottled soapstone. 1%"H. 
10i"L. 

9 BUST OF WOMAN, a r t i s t 
unknown. Cape Dorse t , 
1956. D a r k stone mot t led 
l ight b rown. 4 # ' H . 

10 BEAR SITTING, a r t i s t 
unknown. Cape Dorse t , 1956. 
V e r y da rk g r e y mot t l ed s o a p -
s tone . 4^"H. 

11 WOMAN AND CHILD, a r t i s t 
unknown, Cape Dorse t , 1956. 
Very da rk g r e y soaps tone . 
l()£"H. 

12 STANDING WOMAN by Lab i ta , 
Cape Dorse t , 1957. Black 
stone mot t led g rey . 8;j"H. 

13 KNEELING WOMAN by Stanik. 
Cape D o r s e t , 1957. Dark 
stone 4 # ' H . 6 j " L . 

14 WOMAN by Joseph i e , Cape 
D o r s e t , 1957. Grey soaps tone 
mot t led l ight brown. 9"H. 
6"W. 2"D. 

15 FOX, by Jo seph i e , Cape 
D o r s e t , 1957. D a r k g r e y 
veined s tone . 54ML. 

16 BIRD ON BEAR'S HEAD by 
Toonco, Cape Dorse t , 1957. 
Dark g r e y soaps tone ca rved 
l ight g r ey . o\" H. 

17 SEAL ON IVORY PLAQUE by 
Shuceeger , Cape Dorse t , 1957. 
Seal of b lack stone mot t led 
grey. 3£"H. 4±"L. 



18 R A B B I T b y N e v e s s i e , 
C a p e D o r s e t , 1 9 5 7 . D a r k 
s t o n e m o t t l e d g r e y . 6 T " H , 
7 " L . 

19 S T A N D I N G M A N , a r t i s t 
u n k n o w n , C a p e D o r s e t , 1 9 5 7 . 
D a r k g r e y s o a p s t o n e m o t t l e d 
b r o w n . 1 4 j " H. 

20 W O M A N A N D C H I L D by 
K e c h o l o o k , C a p e D o r s e t , 
1 9 5 7 . V e r y d a r k g r e y 
s o a p s t o n e , 4 j " H . 

2 1 F I S H by E t o u g o t , C a p e D o r s e t , 
1 9 5 7 . B l a c k s t o n e . 3 " L . 

22 W O M A N S I T T I N G , a r t i s t 
u n k n o w n , C a p e D o r s e t , 1 9 5 7 . 
V e r y d a r k g r e y s o a p s t o n e . 
9 - 3 / 8 - H . 

2 3 B I R D by T o w k i e , C a p e D o r s e t , 
1 9 5 7 . D a r k g r e y s o a p s t o n e 
m o t t l e d l i g h t g r e y , 4 3 4 " H . 
5*'-'L. 

24 D O G W I T H P A C K by 
N i a r a s s i c , C a p e D o r s e t , 1 9 5 7 . 
B l a c k s o a p s t o n e m o t t l e d g r e y . 
3 " H , 7 ^ " L . 

2 5 M A N AND S E A L by K o t u k , 
C a p e D o r s e t , 1 9 5 8 . L i g h t 
g r e y m o t t l e d s o a p s t o n e . 

, ' H . 

26 M A N by K o t u k , C a p e D o r s e t , 
1 9 5 8 . D a r k s t o n e m o t t l e d 
g r e y . l l | " H . 

27 W O M A N W I T H T W O C H I L D ­
R E N , a r t i s t u n k n o w n , C a p e 
D o r s e t , I 9 6 0 . G r e e n 
s e r p e n t i n e . 8 " H . 8 ^ " W . 

28 S M A L L W O M A N b y H a n u , 
I v u y i v i k . G r e y s o a p s t o n e . 
3 J / " H . 2 i " W . 

2 9 S M A L L S E A L , a r t i s t u n k n o w n . 
L a k e H a r b o u r , 1 9 5 7 . 
G r e e n s e r p e n t i n e . l i " H . 3±"L. 

3^T* H E A D O F B E A R , a r t i s t 
u n k n o w n , L a k e H a r b o u r , 1 9 5 6 . 
D a r k g r e e n v e i n e d s t o n e . l £ " H . 

31 S E A S P I R I T , a r t i s t u n k n o w n , 
L a k e H a r b o u r , 1 9 5 5 . D a r k 
s t o n e , b o d y m o t t l e d g r e e n , t w o 
s e c t i o n s , h e a d j o i n e d t o b o d y 
b y w o o d e n p e g . 3 j " L . 3 " H . 

32 H E A D , a r t i s t u n k n o w n , L a k e 
H a r b o u r , 1 9 5 6 . D a r k g r e e n 
v e i n e d s e r p e n t i n e . 2 2 " H . 

33 SM v L R U S , a r t i s t 
u n k n o w n , L a k e H a r b o u r , 1956 . 
L i g h t g r e e n s e r p e n t i n e , t w o 
i v o r y t u s k s . l - 5 / l 6 " H . 2 j " L . 

34 S E A L b y V e p i a n d e , L a k e 
H a r b o u r , 1 9 5 7 . L i g h t g r e e n 
v e i n e d s e r p e n t i n e . 3 i " L . 

35 B E A R ' S H E A D by K o o l o o t u k , 
L a k e H a r b o u r , 1 9 5 7 . L i g h t 
g r e e n v e i n e d s t o n e . l j " H . 

36 M A N K N E E L I N G , a r t i s t 
u n k n o w n , L a k e H a r b o u r , 1 9 5 8 . 
G r e e n s e r p e n t i n e . 4 i " H . ? 

37 STANDEs 'G B E A R by K i n g a l i k , 
P o r t H a r r i s o n , 1 9 5 4 . D a r k 
g r e e n s t o n e , b r o w n v e i n s . Z-j" 
H . 4 " L . 

38 P T A R M I G A N , a r t i s t u n k n o w n , 
P o r t H a r r i s o n , 1 9 6 0 . D a r k 
g r e e n v e i n e d s t o n e . 9 " H . 

39 F I S H b y K a s u d l u a k . P o r t 
H a r r i s o n , 1 9 5 7 . D a r k g r e e n 
s t o n e , 2 } " H . 4 ± " L . 

4 0 S T A N D I N G B I R D by T o o k i , 
P o r t H a r r i s o n , 1 9 5 7 . G r e y 
s t o n e , o i l e d . 3 % " H . 



41 OTTER by Kasudluak, 
P o r t H a r r i s o n , 1957. 
Dark g r een veined s tone. 
6 i " L . 

42 BEAR by Simonee , P o r t 
H a r r i s o n , 1957. Dark grey 
stone mot t led light g r ey . 
7"H. 

43 WALRUS by Meoxs ic , P o r t 
H a r r i s o n , 1957. Two ivory 
t u s k s . Veined s e r p e n t i n e . 
2£"H. 5 i " L . 2V"D. 

44 BEAR SITTING by N . T o o k i , 
P o r t H a r r i s o n , 1957. 
Black soaps tone , 

45 BIRD (Canada Goose) by 
Amudluk, P o r t H a r r i s o n , 
1957. Black soaps tone . 
3iMH. 3 J 4 'L . 

46 FISH by P a u l o o s i e , P o r t 
H a r r i s o n , 1957. Serpen t ine . 
2J/?'H. 4}X"L. 

47 BIRD by P a u l o o s i e , P o n 
H a r r i s o n , 1957. Dark 
g r een veined s tone , 3^"H. 

43 BIRD, a r t i s t unknown, 
P o r t H a r r i s o n , 1957. Very 
da rk g reen stone with brown 
ve ins . 1 T " H . 2 ' 'L . 

49 MAN AT SEAL HOLE by 
Will ie , P o r t H a r r i s o n , 1958. 
D a r k g r e y s tone , mot t led 
d a r k e r on man, babiche l ine , 
ivory harpoon, soaps tone 
b a s e , wooden peg. 8%"H. 
4£"L. 3"W. 

50 FLYING OWL by Will ie , P o r t 
H a r r i s o n , 1958. Owl of black 
stone with g reen v i ens . 87"L . 
9"W. 

51 SEAL by M o s e s , P o r t H a r r i s o n , 
1958. Black s tone . 4 " L . 

52 SEAL by Rosudmuk, P o r t 
H a r r i s o n , 1958. Black s tone . 
2tf"H. 6 i " L . 

53 MAN AND FLOAT by Byomslook, 
P o r t H a r r i s o n , 1955. Soapstone. 
7"H. 4 - l / 8 " D . 6 j " L . 

54 MAN FISHING by S a l a s s i e , 
P o r t H a r r i s o n , 1958. Soaps tone . 
6 - l / 8 " H . 6"W. 

55 SITTING BEAR by Ali Aupaluktuk, 
Povungni tuk, 1954. Light green 
s tone , ve ined. 3^"H. 

56 CRAWLING MAN by Sheroapik , 
Povungni tuk, 1955. Soapstone 
with ivory s p e a r a t tached by 
s t r i ng . 14"L. 4^*'H. 

57 STANDING BEAR, a r t i s t 
unknown, Povungnituk, 1955. 
Grey soaps tone . 4"H. 7^"L. 

58 BEAR AND SEAL ON ICE PAN 
a r t i s t unknown, Povungnituk, 
1957. Dark g rey mot t led s tone . 
10"L. 7"W. 3 j " H . 

59 MAN SNOW-BLIND, a r t i s t 
unknown, Povungni tuk, 1956. 
Soapstone . 4$"K. 8"L. 5±"D. 

60 BIRD by Sheeguakit , Povungni tuk, 
1957. Grey soaps tone . 2^"H. 
4tf'L. 

61 OWL on s m a l l b a s e , by J o s i e , 
Povungni tuk, 1957. Green 
veined s tone . 37"H. 

62 MAN SITTING ON SLED by 
M a r a s s u , Povungnituk, 1957. 
Soapstone . 5 j " H . 6 i " L . 3£"D. 

63 L O O N b y L a c a s s i e , Povungnituk, 
1958. Grey soaps tone . 1 6 # ' L . 


