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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this exhibition is to draw together some of the paintings and drawings, by
Cook, his artists and his draughtsmen, made during or consequently to the three voyages.
Much of this material has not been previously seen in New Zealand.

The exhibition is not exhaustive nor does it aspire to a chronological survey of the voyages.
It is hoped, however, that it may recreate the excitement of discovery and the wide interest
in the natural forms and phenomena of the Pacific of those taking part in these voyages.

The dates given for each painting or drawing will enable those interested to read the more
detailed accounts in the volumes listed under Bibliography.
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We would like to thank, most gratefully, the institutions and individuals listed below who, through their generosity
and assistance, have made it possible to mount this exhibition.
The Trustees of the British Museum, London (Mr G. R. C. Davies). Nos. 6,7, 8, 9, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 31, 32, 33, 38.

The Trustees of the Dixson Library and Dixson Galleries, Public Library of New South Wales, Sydney (Miss Suzanne
Mourot). Nos. 30, 35, 36, 37, 39, 40, 42, 43, 46.

The Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington (Mr A. A. StC. Murray Oliver). Nos. 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17,
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 34, 41, 44, 45.

The National Art Gallery, Wellington (Mr Stewart Maclennan). No. 1.

The Bishop Suter Art Gallery, Nelson (Mr W. R. P. Jacques). No. 29.

The Auckland City Art Gallery. Nos. 2, 14, 15, 28.

The Auckland War Memorial Museum (Dr Robert Cooper). Nos. 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60.

SHORT BIBLIOGRAPHY

Beaglehole, J. C. The Journals of Capt. James Cook
Hakluyt Society, Cambridge, Vol. I, 1955; Vol. II, 1961
Two volumes are to follow — the third voyage and a bibliography and a
list of drawings and paintings by the artists with Cook.

Beaglehole, J. C. The Endeavour Journal of Joseph Banks 1768-1771
Public Library N.S.W. with Angus & Robertson, Sydney. Two Vols. 1962

Smith, Bernard European Vision and the South Pacific
Oxford, 1960
For critical accounts of all the artists




BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK (1728-1779)

Born Marton, Yorkshire. Joined the Navy in 1755. Engaged in surveying work on the St. Lawrence and later off
Labrador and Newfoundland, 1763-4. In 1769, he sailed in Endeavour for the Pacific, reaching Tahiti on 13th
April, 1769. He then discovered New Zealand, Australia, New Guinea and Batavia. The expedition returned to
England in June, 1771. Promoted to Captain, he sailed again in June, 1772, in Resolution, crossing the Antarctic
circle he worked north to the Society Islands. A further discovery of this voyage was New Caledonia. After
reaching his most Southerly latitude in January, 1774, he returned to England. In 1776, Cook sailed again in
Resolution to discover the North-West Passage. During his voyage he discovered the Sandwich Islands (Hawaiian
Islands). It was there in 1779 that he met his death in a dispute with the Islanders.

SIR JOSEPH BANKS (1743-1820)

Born in London. Educated at Eton and Oxford where he made a particular study of botany. In 1776 he was
elected a fellow of the Royal Society. In the same year he went on a voyage to Newfoundland. In 1767 he began
his long friendship with Dr Daniel Solander. Through Lord Sandwich, Banks obtained permission to join Cook’s
first expedition. A wealthy man, Banks paid all the expenses of his companions — Solander, Buchan, Parkinson
as draughtsman, and Sporing. The latter three all died during the voyage. On returning to England, Banks made
plans to join the second voyage, but withdrew finally. However, in 1772 he visited Iceland with Solander. In 1778
he became President of the Royal Society and until his death was the leading patron of science.

DANIEL CHARLES SOLANDER (1736-1782)

Born in Norrland, Sweden. Was the favoured pupil of Carl Linnaeus and also a graduate of medicine of Uppsala
University. He arrived in London in 1760. In 1763 he was appointed assistant librarian at the British Museum.
In 1768 he was engaged by Banks to join Cook’s first expedition. In 1773 he was appointed keeper of Printed
Books in the British Museum. Twenty volumes of his notes on botanical specimens of the first voyage are in the
British Museum (Natural History). They were never published.







