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FOREWORD Three years ago, there was an exhibition held here including some of the West Coast American

painters. Two years ago, an exhibition came from Japan including a number of western-style
painters. There have also been two Australian exhibitions in the last five years. Amongst these
artists and our own there seemed to lie a certain homogeneity — a sympathetic link, perhaps in-
tangible, and certainly indefinable,

Our thought was, therefore, in arranging this exhibition, to bring all four regions together in order
to see whether the Pacific provided some common characteristic : perhaps light, or topography, or
perhaps again, some indefinable element. It is with this in mind that the paintings have been
selected.

The organisation of such an exhibition was complicated; so that the ease with which it has been
finally accomplished is due to the generous co-operation of our colleagues, Mr Seisuke Inada,
Director of the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo, and Mr Atsuo Imaizumi, the Deputy
Director, who has also written an introduction; to Mr George D. Culler, Director of the San Fran-
cisco Museum of Art; and to Mr Laurence Thomas, Director of the Queensland National Gallery,
Brisbane. We would like to express our gratitude to them for the selection, cataloguing and collec-
tion of their contributions to this exhibition.

We would also like to thank Matson Line and Nitto Shosen Co. for their very generous response
to our request regarding freighting these paintings across the Pacific.

Whether this exhibition achieves its purpose or not, it will give considerable evidence of the

vitality of contemporary painting in the Pacific.
P. A. TOMORY
DIRECTOR
AUCKLAND CITY ART GALLERY
MAY 1961
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