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INTRODUCTION

This exhibition is presented by the Auckland City
Art Gallery on the occasion of the 129th Annual
Meeting of the British Medical Association, held
at Auckland.

It displays such articles of medico-historical
interest as could be found in public and private
collections in New Zealand, augmented by two
substantial and generous loans from Great Britain;
one from the Royal College of Surgeons, London,
the other from Messrs P & D Colnaghi & Co,
London.

Our special thanks are due to Sir Douglas Robb,
President-Elect of the British Medical Association;
Mr Frederick Furkert, President-Elect of the New
Zealand Branch of the British Medical Association;
Sir Arthur Porritt, Past-President of the British
Medical Association, and to Dr Peter Bartley and
Mr Anthony Hunter, Honorary Secretaries of the
120th Annual Meeting of the British Medical
Association. Also to Professor E. G. Sayers, Dean
of the Medical School of the University of Otago,
for permission to lend 48 valuable books and a
number of paintings and prints from the Library
of the Medical School; to the Librarian, Mr H. D.
Erlam, who has been of the greatest assistance in
selecting and forwarding loan exhibits and in pre-
paring the annotated list of books which is incor-
porated in this catalogue; Miss E. M. Robinson,
Librarian at the Central Medical Library, Auck-
land, for her interest and helpful suggestions; Mr
P. A. Tomory, Director of the Auckland City Art
Gallery, for permission to hold the exhibition; Mr
Colin McCahon, Keeper at the City Art Gallery,
for his unfailing assistance in the practical pre-
parations for the exhibition, and his assistants, Mr
Ross Fraser and Mr Hamish Keith; Mr C. L. Lloyd,
Restorer at the City Art Gallery; Mr R. Duthie,
City Librarian, Auckland Central Library; Miss D.
Lyon, Reference Librarian, Auckland Central Lib-
rary; Miss E. Evans, Librarian, Auckland Institute
& Museum; Dr J. L. Newman for the loan of his
collection of apothecaries’ jars, and for the notes
describing them; Mr H. J. L. Wright, of London,
for his advice and help in arranging the loan of
prints from P & D Colnaghi & Co.

Finally, to the generous lenders listed below,
who entrusted their valuable books, pictures and
other articles to our care, we are sincerely grateful.




LIST OF LENDERS

The Royal College of Surgeons, London

The Library, Medical School, University of Otago
The Central Medical Library, Auckland Hospital
The Auckland Institute & Museum

The Auckland Central Library

Dr Peter Bartley, Auckland

Mr G. H. Bridge, Wellington

Messrs P & D Colnaghi & Co Ltd, London

Dr J. J. Crawshaw, Papakura

Mrs Brenda Gamble, Auckland

Dr Michael Gilmour, Auckland

Dr D. R. Goodfellow, Auckland

Surgeon Captain D. S. McPhail, Takapuna

Dr Stephen Moor, Auckland

Dr J. L. Newman, Auckland

Sir Douglas Robb, Auckland

REFERENCES

The compilation of this catalogue would have
been impossible without frequent reference to
‘Garrison and Morton's Medical Bibliography,’ the
standard work on this subject. Quotations from
this and other reference books are printed in
italics, wherever possible, with the source in
parentheses: (Garrison-Morton) ‘Choulant,
Johann Ludwig’: Handbuch der Buecherkunde
fuer die aeltere Medizin etc. (Choulant) * Leipzig,’
1828.
Postscript: This catalogue remains incomplete,
mainly owing to the fact that a number of exhibits
had not arrived at the time the manuscript went
to press. It does not include paintings and prints.
The joint authors wish to tender their apologies
for any errors and omissions.

W. S. Auburn




PART ONE

Books on loan from the Medical
School Library
University of Otago, Dunedin

Compiled by n. p. ERLAM, Librarian

1 ALBINUS, BERNHARD SIEGFRIED, 1697-1770

Tabulae sceleti et musculorum
corporis humani
Leiden, ‘ Verbeek,” 1747

His illustrations of the bones and muscles were
noted for their beauty and accuracy and his work
established a new standard in anatomical
illustration. ( GARRISON-MORTON )

Choulant describes at some length the methods
which Wandelaar, his artist, used to preserve
accuracy, and details the defence of Albinus for
his artist against the criticisms of Camper.

Of the first twelve plates Choulant says:

These figures, although composed of many
separate parts, appear as a whole and seem to be
stepping out of the picture, if you look at them
through your hollow hand from a distance of three
to five feet.

He attributes this effect to the skilful use of
accessories around the illustrations.

See also the English edition, following

2 ALBINUS, BERNHARD SIEGFRIED, 1697-1770
Tables of the skeleton and muscles of the human
body

London, ‘ Knapton,” 1749

The first English edition of one of the finest
anatomical atlases ever published (pAwson)
Dawson goes on to say:

The plates are obviously derived from Vesalius,
have fine landscape backgrounds and belong to the
finest 18th century anatomical engravings, both
for their beauty and accuracy

3 ALLAN, ROBERT 1778-1827

A treatise on the operation of lithotomy in which
are demonstrated, the dangers of operating
with the gorget, and the superiority of the more

5






