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auckland city art gallery

modern european paintings in new zealand

This exhibition brings some of the modern European paintings

in New Zealand together for the first time. The exhibition is small

largely because many galleries could not spare more paintings

from their walls and also the conditions of certain bequests do not

permit loans. Nevertheless, the standard is reasonably high.

Chronolegically the first modern movement represented is

Impressionism and the latest is Abstract Expressionism, while the

principal countries concerned are Britain and France. Two artists

born in New Zealand are represented — Frances Hodgkins and

Raymond Mclntyre — the former well known, the latter not

so well as he should be — for both arrived in Europe before

1914 when the foundations of twentieth century painting were

being laid and the earlier paintings here provide some

indication of the miliev in which they moved.

It is hoped that this exhibition may help to persuade the public

that New Zealand is not devoid of paintings representing the

serious art of this century produced in Europe.

Finally we must express our sincere thanks to private owners and

public galleries for their generous response to requests for loans.
P.A.T.
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